Short historical communication -Kort historiese mededeling

Veterinary education in South Africa
THE CLASS OF 1934
The Class of 1934 consisted of 6 students ( Fig. 1) The available photograph is once again composed of individual images of the graduates rather than the customary, comprehensive class photograph. Four are wearing graduation regalia, the photographs clearly having been taken when they graduated. The other 2 were obviously photographed later. J J van der Westhuizen's empty position on the original photograph is indicated by a neatly tied scroll, which means that it was not possible to obtain a suitable photograph at the time when the compound picture was compiled. His photograph was kindly provided by his son -see Acknowledgements. This class boasts having the first South African graduate who went straight into private practice after qualifying at Onderstepoort, namely Jack Boswell. N (Ninian) Barrie was born in George, Cape Proviince, on 7 October 1910. He was the son of George Barrie, a businessman who hailed from Scotland, and Viola Henriëtte Barrie (neé Swemmer). His early schooling took place in George and he matriculated in Lindley in the Orange Free State. He qualified as a veterinarian in 1935, apparently after having completed a supplementary examination. Ninian married Emily Wessels in October 1935 and the couple had 4 children.
After qualifying he joined the Division of Veterinary (Field) Services and was initially posted to Middelburg (Cape) as a state veterinarian. He was also stationed at Standerton and from there transferred to Barberton where he stayed for 8 years. He was then moved to Ermelo, succeeding Rossiter as officer in charge of the Nooitgedacht Experimental Farm, with the rank of senior state veterinarian, and stayed for 12 years. In 1952, while at Nooitgedacht, the breeding programme of the Nooitgedacht Pony was initiated under his care. Ninian was involved in the 1957 -1960 There was an equine specialist (Hempstead), several vets who did mainly cattle work (AI included), 2 small animal surgeons (Brown and Margaret Hearn) and several small animal practitioners. The latest vet (the houseman) to join the practice almost invariably had to run the after-hours emergency clinic at the Hospital, which also served the 4 -eventually there were up to 9 -branch clinics, for a period of 6 months to a year. It has recently been estimated (J Welton, pers. comm., 2007) that 'about 80 vets worked in Sandown over the years', including those in the Sandown Veterinary Clinic, which replaced the Sandown Veterinary Hospital in 1971. Jack served on the Federal Council of the South African Veterinary Association (SAVA) for 12 years. The prestigious Boswell Award, which is awarded for eminent service to the SAVA, was named after him because it was his brainchild and he supplied the initial funds for the verdite-mounted ivory elephant and rhinoceros statuettes of which the first recipients in 1977 were R B (Ossie) Osrin and L W (Louw) van den Heever. Jack, rightfully hailed as the father of private veterinary practice in SA, was awarded the Gold Medal of the SAVA in 1974, the only veterinary practitioner to have achieved this distinction.
Jack married Joan Hardy Philip and the couple had 5 children -3 daughters and 2 sons. Jack retired from the practice in 1981 to a farm near Alexandria in the Eastern Cape to run the Timbadola Stud that Eric Hempstead had helped him to establish.
Jack was a dedicated Rotarian for many years, serving in senior positions such as District Governor, and did much travelling even before he retired. He and Jane loved going abroad and they continued with this favourite pastime after his retirement. Jack later sold the farm and finally moved to a retirement home in Nelspruit where he died on 20 March 2000 at the age of 87.
Arthur Rolf Thiel was born on 22 October 1910 in Rosebank, Cape Town and matriculated in 1928 at Diocesan College, also known as Bishops. After interviews with Dr P J du Toit, the Director of Onderstepoort, and Genl J C G Kemp, the Minister of Agriculture, he was awarded a bursary to study veterinary science at Onderstepoort where he qualified in 1934. Like most newly graduated veterinarians who joined the Division of Veterinary (Field) Services in those days, Arthur started his career at Allerton Laboratory (Pietermaritzburg, Natal) where thousands of slides had to be examined for East Coast fever. He was then successively transferred to Port Elizabeth, Cape Town and Port Shepstone where he met his future wife Cynthia Stott and became engaged.
After visiting Jack Boswell on invitation in Johannesburg in 1937, and seeing how busy the practice was, he decided to join him and soon became a partner. Arthur and Cynthia married in the same year and the couple had 4 children -2 daughters and 2 sons.
Dr 
THE CLASS OF 1935
The class photograph was obviously taken at the end of the final year because the 8 students were not wearing graduation regalia (Fig. 2) . The Dean, Dr (Prof.) P J du Toit, and Dr (Prof.) G van de Wall de Kock (apparently the Acting Dean) were in attendance.
Nevill Hayes Boardman was born in Marthinus Christoffel (Lampie) Lambrechts was born on 12 March 1912 on the farm Oersonskraal, Makwassie, in the western Transvaal (now in North West Province) and matriculated at Schweizer Reinecke High School. He qualified at Onderstepoort in 1936, after completing a supplementary examination in Surgery, and joined the Division of Veterinary (Field) Services. He started his career as state veterinarian at the Allerton Laboratory, was transferred to Umtata in the same year and in 1944 to Vryheid where he had to handle the extremely difficult latter stages of the slaughter-out policy of the East Coast fever control campaign, which he did very successfully.
Lambrechts was closely involved with local experiments which showed that wild ruminants were carriers of foot and mouth disease. This resulted in a policy of extensive game fencing of the Kruger National Park and the creation of a barrier zone of stock farms around it ('red line') that were subject to regular inspection and permits for movement of livestock.
In 1953 he was transferred to Pretoria where he was placed in charge of the control programme of, and field research on, bovine tuberculosis, being tasked to develop an eradication scheme. He also conducted research on the acid-fast bacteria in skin lesions causing false positive reactions to the tuberculin test in cattle, and succeeded in culturing the organisms for the first time in South Africa.
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